First discussion
It is interesting how women went from being excluded from the mass politics in the 19th century to actually being able to vote. They were considered inferior to men and didn’t have any political rights. Women were also dominated by their husbands. The anarchists rejected their participation in the normal political process. It was not until the end of the 19th, they started become part of the political arena by forming national feminist group. The first international meeting met in Paris in 1878. Some of them were fighting to get their rights to vote and the others wanted to acquire equality with men. Although, most of these movements were not successful in the beginning, they managed to create a public forum to discuss women issues. English women were finally granted some political rights in 1918, German women were able to vote after 1918, American women in 1920, and French in 1945.
Questions and Answers:
How long did it take American women to get the rights to vote?
“The women’s suffrage movement was a decades-long fight to win the right to vote for women in the United States. It took activists and reformers nearly 100 years to win that right, and the campaign was not easy: Disagreements over strategy threatened to cripple the movement more than once. But on August 26, 1920, the 19th Amendment to the Constitution was finally ratified, enfranchising all American women and declaring for the first time that they, like men, deserve all the rights and responsibilities of citizenship” (History.com Staff, 2009).
What were barriers that limited women’s rights?
Women reformers addressed social and institutional barriers that limited women’s rights, including family responsibilities, a lack of educational and economic opportunities, and the absence of a voice in political debates” (Mercado and Young 20017)

 

What did the two wings of the women’s rights movement struggle with during the 19th century?

“During the 1880s, the two wings of the women’s rights movement struggled to maintain momentum. The AWSA was better funded and the larger of the two groups, but it had only a regional reach. The NWSA, which was based in New York, relied on its statewide network, but also drew recruits from around the nation largely on the basis of the extensive speaking circuits of Stanton and Anthon” (Washington 2007).

Lesson:

I think these women were very brave and won their battles because of their unions. They were united and would do anything to get political rights. They fought for the next generations and are the reasons why women are able to vote now. Women are equal to men and anything a man can do, a woman can do it too.
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Reply 
Hello, thank you for your post. I actually enjoyed reading it. It is quite interesting. It seems women have been on the receiving end even in the times of mass politics in 19th century. They were seen as inferior to men. However, I like the idea of forming a national feminist group that they used to achieve equality for women. I believe it made a lot of contribution towards the awareness of women issues. Women were able to fight for their rights through unison. That is something we can learn in today activism towards gender equality, Thank you. 



Second discussion
WOW "Opium was sold for 1,000% profit." (Modern World History)

This module discusses the popularity of opium and the trading of it to China from India. The British East India Company made a large profit, 1,000%, selling it to China and then using the money from that to buy precious goods to be sold at a high profit back in England (Encyclopaedia Britannica). The British knew that many people were in China were addicted to this drug and they weren't stopped from trading it until the Chinese government realized that their country was being ruined by it (Modern World History). I thought this would be an interesting topic to look into since opioid abuse is still common today.

Questions:

1. What is opium? Where does it come from?

Answer: Opium is a powerful substance that is found in the Opium poppy. [2] The addictive drug comes from the juice inside of an unripe poppy seed. [2] Once the juice inside of the seed is taken out, it is dried and then ready to be shipped in wooden boxes or silk bags. [2] The substance has an addictive property that is still used today in narcotic drugs. Since it is so highly addictive, narcotic medications with opioids are high restricted.

2. How did the British sell China the opium if it was illegal for them to sell it?

Answer: Even though it was illegal for anyone outside of China to sell opium to China, The British East India Company still found a way. [3] The company would sell the opium to licensed traders on the Chinese coast to take the opium from India to China. [3] Whatever the traders received would be returned to the company and then used to buy other luxurious goods like silk, porcelain, and tea to be sold at a high profit back in England. [3]

3. Is opium addiction still common in China?

Answer: Opium addiction is common all over the world. The Chinese realized what a tax it was taking on the addicted Chinese people, so they ended up banning the trade of it into the company. [3] In 1907, a law was signed saying that it would not be cultivated or consumed. [3] During this time, the popularity of trading the drug went down but black markets for it did exist. [3] By 1917, the trade was almost completely stopped. [3]
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Reply 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Hello, thank you for your post. I would describe the British East India company as a corrupt organization that took advantage of the political loopholes in China. Lucky enough the Chinese realized that the trade would ruin their country and it was banned. I think this has been the cause of abuse of opium today. The roots that remained in then are still well established today and that is the main cause of continuous illegal purchase, sale and use of opium in the modern world. It needs serious review and ban to avoid more damage, the way China did. Thank for your post. It is informative and educative. Thanks once more.

